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PROLOGUE
Jude C. Iweanoge*
This issue of the University of the District of Columbia Law Review encompasses diverse legal issues and, at the same time, falls within the Review's goal of
addressing public interest issues facing the District of Columbia. Specifically, this
issue focuses on civil rights issues and a symposium on mental health issues in
prisons. Professor Stephanie Brown's' article, Millennium Showdown for Public
Interest Law and Non-White Access to Public Higher Learning: Wolves Circling at
the Henhouse Door, addresses the state of affirmative action while focusing on
the access of minorities to institutions of higher learning. Despite the Supreme
Court's recent ruling upholding affirmative action, she maintains that various
members of the public interest community must take new action to ensure that
2
minorities in fact have equal access to higher education. Janell De Gennaro examines the environmental injustice arising from a stalemate in solid waste disposal controls in the District of Columbia as a result of litigation contesting the
constitutionality of District of Columbia legislation in this area. In Untying the
Hands of D.C.: Ways to Avoid Constitutional Conflicts While Addressing Solid
Waste Disposal,she provides an analysis of the regulation and enforcement issues
and offers solutions that would recognize District of Columbia autonomy to regulate waste traveling through the District. In A Representative Democracy: An3
Sr.,
Unfulfilled Ideal for Citizens of the District of Columbia, Aaron E. Price,
reviews the long struggle of District of Columbia residents for representation in
Congress. He outlines the strategies that District residents could take to achieve
statehood or enfranchisement by alternative means such as constitutional amendment, judicial relief, federal regulation, and executive order.
The Mental Health in Prisons Symposium, introduced by H. Russell Cort,
Ph.D. and the Honorable Arlene L. Robinson, includes articles and speeches
solicited from experts and practitioners in the field of correctional mental health.
The Symposium honors the memory of Louisa Van Wezel, a tireless advocate for
the rights of the imprisoned mentally ill. The symposium was co-sponsored by
the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law and by
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the Mental Health in Prison Group, a group of advocates from the D.C. metropolitan area who focus on ways of resolving mental health issues for individuals
in the legal and prison systems.
The issues discussed in the two sections of this issue are among the most important confronting the District of Columbia and the nation today. The ideas and
strategies contained herein do not present definitive solutions to the problems. I
hope, however, that they enlighten readers and sharpen our focus for examining
numerous civil rights issues in the 21st century.

